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Visvesvaraya Industrial 
and ‘Technological 
Museum, Bangalore 


Jisvesvaraya Industrial and 

Technological Museum, 

7 Bangalore was thrown open 

to the pubfic on July 27, 1965 with 

the lone Electrotechnic Gallery. 

Then followed 27 years which saw 

many more galleries added, and 

multifarious activities initiated, 

drawing people from all walks of 
ife. 


From July 27 - August 2, 1991, the 
museum observed its 27th anniver- 
sary by organising a weeklong 
programme wherein young 
entrepreneurs were trained in crafis. 
and trades which would later 
facilitate self-employment. The 
programme included demonstra- 
tion of pottery and clay modelling, 
wood turming and lacquer work, 
demonstration of glass blowing 
techniques and a special time- 
bound demonstration programme 
in the Electrotechnic Gallery. 


















Regional Science 
Centre, Lucknow 


fy the occasion of its 
& second anniversary, 
SN Regional Science Centre, 
Lucknow organised within its 
premises from September 7 - 
0, 1991 a four-day Computer 
Fair which was the first of its 
kind in the city. Various 
reputed computer training or- 
ganisations and computer com- 
anies like the Academy of 
omputer Science, Informatics 
Computer Systems, Apples In- 


dustnes Lid, Datapro Informa- 
tion Technology, Academy of 
Computer Technology, K.B. 


aysitms and Services, Kraftig 
India Technologies, NIT, PC 
and WI] took part in the 
fair, About 6000 people visited 
the fair. 


— 





There were prizes for good performances 
inthe Computer Fair an Lucknow 


The anniversary celebrations in- 
cluded other activities also, - 
such as a software development 
competition, a quiz contest on 
computer, a seminar on “Com- 
ter Education - Present and 
uture’, a health camp and two 
ular lectures - one on ‘Men- 
al Health and Personality 
evelopment’ and another on 
“Your Career in Computer - The 
Emerging Horizon’. 


Regional Science 
Centre, Bhubaneswar 


Fg the second anniversary of 
| the Regional Science 
Z Centre, Bhubaneswar was 
celebrated during September 












Dignitaries in the Computer Fair ot 
fhwboaenaar 


18-20, 1991. A Computer Fair 
focussing on the development 
of software packages on 
Physics, Chemistry, Mathe- 
matics, Astronomy, Geography 
and Biology was organised in 
collaboration with the Depart- 
ment of science and Technol- 
ogy, Government of Orissa, 

iS apart, a quiz contest, an 


essay Competition and an ex- 
tempore talk On computer were 
organised and prizes were 


awarded for best performan- 
ces. The competitions were 


Bhubanes by ORICOM, a 
hy 
1 


ubaneswar-based computer 
nm. 





Participants developing software pack- 
ages in the Computer Fair of Rhuhanes- 


ar 


During those three days of an- 
niversary celebrations, an 
added attraction was a General 
Information Service Terminal 
put up by the National Infor- 
mation Centre with the view of 
disseminating to the people in- 
formation on national and: in- 
temational events. The booth 
was visited by nearly 2000 
people. 
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“Vhri Samar Kumar Bagchi - 


a who had become 
bP syooiiyiiinee with — the 
Birla Industrial and Tech- 


nological Museum - opted to 
retire from service as the 
Director of the museum on the 
30th of September, 1991, - ex- 
actly two years before the 
scheduled date of superannua- 
on, 


With a background in Minin 

Engineering, he joined BIT! 

as a curalor in 1962 - after 
leaving the lucrative job of a 
Manager in a coal mine. Ever 
since then, Shri Bagchi 
devoted himself to science 
populansation activities. Writ- 
ter of several articles on 
museography and museology, 
he played a very important role 
in developing the syllabus of 
museology in the University of 


Calcutta. Under his leadership, 
extensive rural programmes 
were implemented in the dis- 


trict of Purulia in West Bengal. 
He helped in creating science 
inquisitiveness ge the stu- 
dent community of “India by 
conducting a — television 
programme on science quiz 
popularly known as Quest. 


For Shri Bagchi, however, 
going into retirement does not 
mean abandoning his commit- 
ment to the science popularisa- 
tion movement of which he has 
become an inseparable part 
during the past 30 years. He is 
strongly determined to con- 
tinue with his tasks to which he 
had dedicated all his life, now 
in a much wider sphere. 





Students’ 
Science 
Seminar 


nthusiastic participation 

of thousands of students 
—/in this year’s Students’ 
Science Seminar and the valu- 
able discussions held testify 
afresh the growing populanty of 
the programme which is being 
organised for the past 26 years, 
In collaboration with the réspec- 
tive State Education Depan- 
ments, the science centres 
functioning under the banner of 
the National Council of Science 
Museums organised the succes- 
sive stages of block district and 
state level seminars which will 
finally culminate in the final 
round of discussions in the Na- 
tional Science Seminar 


scheduled to be held at the 
Nehru Science Centre, Bombay 
on October 3, 1991. 





The topic this: year is ‘The 
Origin ‘of Life’. How life 
originated on earth has been a 
very fascinating and thought- 
provoking LeStOn ever since 


the dawn of civilization, It is 
one of the most important 
problems of Natural History. 


Thousands of students from all 
the states and union territories 


of the country have involved 
themselves in fullfledged dis- 
cussions on the subject. - 
rendered more meaningful on 
the occasion of the birth cen- 
tenary of the great genecist 
Prof. J.B.S. Haldane. 


Name of the 


: : Lewel af the 
Ceninemiecum 


SCA the 





Reports from the organisers of 
the seminars held already in 
different parts of the country 
aré pouring in. The table 
below provides relevant infor- 
mation al a glance: 


Date on which [No. of par | Ao. of 


stiminar | ticipants schewsls 


Was held 


BIITM, Calcutta Slate hewel 
; Sa 


VITM, Bangalore Stale 
semaiat 


ASC, Hombay Regional 
| level som neat 


AS, Delhi Shale 
seminar 


bewel 


State bewel 


Reginal Soenmce 
emit 


Centre, Guwahati 
Regional = Soence 
Cenire, Luckoow 


District level 
| seeninar 


Disinct. Science | District bevel 
Centre, Tininelveli | seminar 


Lisincl . Soence | Desimct level 
Centre, Gulbarga seminar 





Aupust 29 


PUL 24 


cones esa 


July 30-31 
hewcl | August 2o 


August 24 


August 12 


(Bestdes, 17 district level aad several block fevel seotinars were organised in 
Wee Bengal, and ? dtetrict level seminars were held in the state of Axcomt.| 








Reports from 
the Districts 


Tirunelveli 


Pon the mornin 
81991, the 3-day District 
A Science Fair was in- 
augurated at Tirunelveli amid 
much enthusiasm from the stu- 
dents who participated from 21 
schools scattered all over the 
district, 110 science exhibits 
like the soundless generator, the 
earthquake warming meter, the 
chokeless tube light cispiaved 
by the participants created a 
peat deal of curiosity among 

: 2/000 visitors who came to 
the fair. 


of August 29, 





cf Phat —s id a 
A student demonstrating tn the District 
Semace Fair, Tiruaelveli 
On August 31 was held the 
valedictory function during 
which the winners were 
awarded attractive prizes, 


The fair received substantial 
ublicity in the AIR and the 
ocal newspapers. 





UNF anteano making ... 
The centre organised a creative 
ability programme on ‘Make 










Your Own UHF Antenna’ 
which was conducted on Sep- 
tember 14 and 15, 1991. 
Twenty-five students from five 
selected schools participated in 
the programme. 





é 


Seminar on ‘Digheres Ulpedated for 


General! Praciioners' 
A seminar on ‘Diabetes Up- 
dated for General 


Practitioners’ was jointly or- 
anised on September 22, 
#91 in collaboration with the 
Diabetic Centre, Tirunelveli. 
Popular lectures on_*Diabetes 
Melitus  - n Overview", 
‘Diabetes and Eye’ and on 
‘Urological Problems on 
iabetes’ were delivered by 
reputed medical professionals. 
Discussions were also held be- 
tween the speakers and the 


audience which included 35 
eminent doctors from various 
parts of the district. 





District level workshop on ‘Nutrition’ 


On September 24 and 25, a 
community training 
programme on “antenna 
making’ was organised for the 
unemployed youth from the 
villages adjacent to Tirunel- 


veli. The trainees were ex- 
to antenna making, as 
well as to the basic ideas 





regarding transmission and 
reception of television signals. 
The programme was organised 
in collaboration with Nehru 
Yuva Kendra, Tirunelveli. 


On September 25, 1991, a 
carping programme was or- 
ganised join y 4 the centre 
and the Tamilnadu Integrated 
Nutrition Project for the com- 
munity and nutrition in- 
structresses, health nurses and 
extension service personnel on 
the latest trends and advance- 
ment in community nutntion. 
Various aspects of community 
nutrition were discussed in the 
programme. 


Gulbarga 


A Computer Club, a Nature 
‘% Study = Club, an 
BElecironics Club and an 
Astronomy Club were in- 
augurated at District Science 
Centre, Gulbarga on July 13, 
14, and cig smal 
Popular lectures on “Computer 
Today’, “World of Insects’, 
“Electronics in Daily Life’ and, 
‘Astronomy for Beginners 
were delivered on all the four 
occasions. 75 students were en- 
rolled in the Computer Club, 


60 in the Nature Study Club. 
85 in the Electronics Club an 


40 in the Astronomy Club. 


Astronomy for beginners .., 











Young members of the Nature Study Club 
at Gulbarga 


Indian Association of Family 
Physicians and District Science 
Centre, Gulbarga jointly or- 
ggnies _popular lecturés on 

egetanianism’, ‘Coma’ and 
‘Medical Emergencies’ on July 
16 and 21, 199T. 


Purulia 
A seminar on_ ‘Role of 
L& Laboratory Diagnosis in 


4 BRabies Control” was or- 
anised jointly by the District 
eterinary Depariment and the 

centre on September 15, 1991. 

230 people attended the semi- 

nar. 


In collaboration with the Centre 
for Environment & Develop- 
mental Research, the centre or- 
zanised a seminar on ‘Socio- 

‘onomic and Techno-Environ- 
ment Issue in a Draught Prone 
Area’ on September 6 and 7, 


1991. 30 persons took part in 
the seminar, while 250 people 
attended it, 
Dharampur 
4 vocational trainin 
LN ' programme on black an 
£~ white photography was 


conducted in the cenire on 
August 31, 1991. District Rural 


Development Agency, Valsad; 
Department of -ontinuing 
Educational Extension Work; 
and District Science Centre, 
Dharampur were the or- 
ganisers, 
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New Mobile 
Science 


Exhibitions 


¢ Vince its inception in 1965, 
athe original design of the 
MF Mobile Science Exhibi- 
tion (MSE) unit with the 
museobus having inbuilt shel- 
ves for housing exhibits has 
not changed much. However, 
over the years, the MSE ex- 
hibits have undergone consid- 
erable changes in errsoacn and 
contents, sO as to keep pace 
with present-day requirements. 
They are no ae based on 
raphics or simple animations 
but are fully participatory and 
interactive in nature. 


Two such exhibitions are 
presently under fabrication in 
he Exhibit Development Sec- 
tion at the Central Research 
and Training Laboratory, Cal- 
cutta; one on ‘Heat and 
Temperature’ and the other en- 
titled ‘Man is One’. The ex- 
hibition on ‘Heat and 


Temperature’has been planned 





In this mobile science 
exhibit is demonstrated 
the many different usex 
of insulators. 


to. conform to the school 
science curriculum, the target 
group being the secondary 
school students. It is divided 
into four groups each consist- 
ing of six exhibits. The first 
group introduces the conce 
of heat and temperature, meas- 
urement of temperature, and 
explains the properties of heat 
as an electromagnetic wave; 
the second group deals with the 
transmission of heat through 
conduction, convection and 
radiation and crags in the con- 
cept of black body and insula- 
tion; the third group is based 
on thermal effect and its ap- 
lications in industries; and the 
ourth treats heat as energy and 
some general = 7 ee of this 
energy as manifested in our 
day-to-day experience, 


In the exhibition named ‘Man 
is One’, a new bold effort has 
been made to highlight that the 
entire human race is basically a 
‘Natural Unity’, and that if is 
sheer ignornance and unscien- 
tific approach towards natural 

appenings that create man- 
made differences in this unique 
race on earth. More details of 
this exhibition will be covered 
in the next issue of Capsule. 


Here are two of the ex- 
hibits on ‘Heat and 
Temperature’, The one 
on the left shows 
various temperature 
measuring instruments. 














Wild Life 
Week Observed 


irom October 2-9, 1991], 

Bina Industrial & Tech- 

nological Museum, Cal- 
cutta observed Wild Life Week 
by organising a ‘sit and draw’ 
competition and a quiz contest 
for school children; a seminar 
on “Environmental Care and 
Protection’; a popular lecture on 
Indian animals and birds; and 
another programme entitled 
‘Follow the Nature Trail’ - ar- 
ranged by the Agri-Horticul- 
tural §=Society al  Alipore. 
Attractive prizes were awarded 
to the winners of the competi- 
tions. 





Wild Life Week was celebrated 


by District Science Centre, 
Tirunelveli also, - in collabora- 
tion with Tamilnadu Forest 
Depariment, Tirunelveli. On 
September 22, 1991, a ‘sit and 
draw’ competition in which 105 
students from 14 local schools 
participated was organised. Be- 
sides, students from 11 other 
schools took part in an essay 
competition on a theme relevant 
to ihe occasion, 





BITM Pays 
Homage to 
Acharya P.C. 
Ray 


irla Industrial and Tech- 
nological Museum, Cal- 
cutta paid homage to the 


savant charya Prafulla 
Chandra Ray on his 130th 
birth anniversary by organising 
a special programme jointly 
with R.K.B.K. Acharya Praful- 
la Chandra Sammilini, Cal- 
culta. Dr. M.M. Chakraborty, 
Ex. Vice-Chancellor of Jadav- 
pur University spoke on 


Acharya’s contribution in the 
field Of chemical industry in 
India before independence. 





Acharya POC. Ray's D30eh birth anniver- 
fory prograsums af ACTA 


Shri N.B. Adhikari, Ex. Dy. 
a an Director, Bengal 
Chemical and Pharmaceutical 
Works Ltd. narrated his past 
experiences with the great 
teacher. Dr. Sushil Kr. Muk- 
herjee, Ex-Vice Chancellor of 
the University of Calcutta 
presided over the function. 


The programme was attended 
by more than 200 people, 





Orientation 
Course for 
Science 
Teachers 


short term orientation 

course for the science 

teachers of secondary 
schools was organised by 
Regional Science Centre, 
Bhubaneswar from August 
16-25, 1991, - in collaboration 
with the Board of Secondary 
Education, Orissa and Pathani 
Samanta Planetarium, 
Bhubaneswar .The programme 
was inaugurated on August 16 
by Shri Subas Pani, Secretary- 
cum-Commissioner, Depart- 
ment of Science 
Technology, Government of 
Orissa. Shri Rajat Kar, 
SCERT and Dr. Debakanta 
Mishra, Secretary, Board of 
Secondary Education, Orissa 
spoke in the inaugural func- 
tion. Shri Kar emphasised on 
the necessity for such training 
courses where teachers are ex- 
posed to development and han- 
dling of basic workshop tools 
and scientific teaching aids for 
supplementing science educa- 
tion in school. He offered to 


rovide grants from the 
epartment of Science 
Technology for 


oreuainine 
such activities which woul 
develop scientific altitude and 
temper among the students. 
The inaugural function was 
presided over by Shi B.K. 

ohanty, Vice-President, 
Board of Secondary Education, 
Orissa. 






Sclence leachers ironed in 


being 
developiag simple feoching aids 


oo... 








MAZES: The 
New Attraction 
at Pacific 
Science Centre 


AZES is a new exhibil 
developed by the 
Pacific Science Centre, 


Seattle, USA. One can lose 
oneself in three different maxes 
and explore problem solving 
through puzzles and computer 
games. The following provide 
additional information: 

| pie pa aed a 










The Pacific Sereace Centre 


" A 3000 square foot maze 
nearly eight feet tall highlights 
the exhibit. The maze is 
decorated with colourful figures 
inspired th Dungeons ~ and 
Dragons, Alice in 

and | 


fonderland 
iC. Escher tessel lations. 

* Other highlighis include a 
rope maze made up of coloured 
ropes strung between poles. 
Visitors can climb and crawl 
through the maze, following 
their colour to the end. 


* A colourful maze challenges 
visitors to solve specific colour 
sequences to reach the centre of 
the maze. 


* The puzzle area includes 
tangrams, pentaminoes, letter 
dissection puzzles, matching 
puzzles, soma cubes, three- 
dimensional puzzles, disen- 
tanglement puzzles, vanishing 
puzzles, dexterity puzzles and 


sequential movement puzzles 
including the Tower of Hanoi, 


Mazes is for adults and 
children. It is handicapped-ac- 
cessible. 


INC-ICOM 
Meets in 
Bangalore 


eading museum profes- 
sionals of the country 
met at Bangalore on July 
30, 1991 - on the occasion of 
the Plenary Meeting of the In- 
dian National Committee 
INC) of the Intemational 
“ouncil of Museums (ICOM). 
The meeting took place at the 


Visvesvaraya Industrial and 
Technological Museum and 


was atlended by 35 members 


of the Committee. 
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Participaaty in the ff 
professtonal senuaar on 
‘Musewrs for Araficag! { 


Integration: Future 
Plawwag wih Mew 
Concepts of Exhtbite i 


ond Activites’ held or 
VITM, Sangalore 


The members expressed happi- 
ness over the achievements of 
the Indian National Committee 
in the recent period, pacticulat: 


ly over the successful organisa- 
tion of the Executive 


Committee Meeting of [COM 
in India. It was decided that 
the Annual General Body 
Meeting of the INC would be 
held in February, 1992 in 
Jaipur and would include a 
workshop on ‘Label Wnoiling’ 
and a panel discussion on 
‘Museum Public Relations’. 


On July 29 was held a profes- 
sional seminar on “Museums 
for National Integration : Fu- 
ture Planning with New Con- 


cepts of Exhibits ane 
Activities’. The seminar was 
held in the auditonum of 


VITM and was presided over 
by Dr. Saroj Ghose. The 
keynote address was delivered 
by Prof, C.N.R. Rao, Director, 
Indian Institute of Science, 
Bangalore. 


| Evchange of wews in 
the Plenary Sexson af 
the Jadian ! 


Nirhornai 





New Directors 


(Vhri Pradip Kumar Bhaumik 
“y's appointed the Director of 
kJ the National Science 
Centre, Delhi. With a Master's 
degree in Mechanical Engincer- 
ing, he joined Birla Industrial 
and Technological Museum 
Calcutta in March, 1972 and 
was transferred to the head- 
quarters of the National Council 
of Science Museums in July, 
1978. In January 1983, he went 
over to Delhi - where the Na- 
tional Science Centre was yet to 
come up and ever since then is 
closely associated with the 
development of the centre. 


Lonar Crater 


YW oonar - where a crater was 
formed years ago as a 

L_dresult of meteoritic impact 
has been recently designated as 
a place of tourist interest by the 
Government of Maharashtra. 
The hollow of the crater is now 


filled with water and a beautiful | 
lake is artificially created in a & 


natural setting. A rest house for 
tourists i fun there by the 
Maharashtra Tourism Develop- 
ment Corporation, Lonar is 
seven hours dive from Raman 
Science Centre, Nagpur. 


Dr. Tapan Kumar Ganguly is 
appointed the new Director of 
the headquarters of National 
Council of Science Museums. 
With a background in Chemi- 
eal Technology, he joined 
BITM in December, 1976 and 
was transferred to the head- 
uarters of National Council of 
raua Museums in July, 


Shri Ingit Kumar Mukhopad- 
hyay - a Mechanical Engineer 
- joined Birla Industrial and 
Technological Museum in 
June, 1978. He was trans- 
ferred to the Central Research 
and ‘Training Laboratory in 
Calcutta in July 1987 - when 
the Laboratory’ first began to 


function. 


Shri Samaresh Goswamy took 
over as the new Director of 
Birla Industrial and Tech- 
nological Museum, - succeed- 
ing Shn S.K. Bagchi, the 
former Director, ni Gos- 
wamy - an Electronics En- - 
gineer - is attached to the 
museum since May, 1981. 


Shri K.M. Chakraborty and 
Shri G. Nagarajan continue as 
the Directors of Nehru Science 
Centre, Bombay and Visves- 
varaya Industral and Tech- 
nological Museum, Bangalore 
respectively. 
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